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 READ THE TEXT AND FOCUS ON UNKNOWN WORDS
1. You are going to read the text The West Coast Burns. Look at the picture, the title and the headings of the text. What is the text about?
2. [image: image8.jpg]


When you read a text, you sometimes find a word that you don’t know. You can use the reading strategy clarifying to find out what this word means, without using a dictionary. This is because often the text gives you clues to find out the meaning of this word.
	Reading strategy clarifying:

1. You use the context to try to find out what a word means. Read the sentence before and after the word.
2. You check if you already know a part of the word, or if the word looks like a word you know in another language.
3. You think about the main subject of the text and what you already know about this.
4. Finally, you can look it up in a dictionary if you aren’t able to work out the meaning of the word.


3. Read the text. While reading, underline or mark words that you don’t know. Don’t start clarifying yet.
4. Now, try to clarify the meaning of the following words from the text. Also, write down which strategy you used to clarify the words.
You have problably underlined or marked other difficult words. You can write them down too in the last three sections.
	word
	meaning
	strategy I used to clarify (1, 2, 3, 4)

	to destroy
(line 2)


	
	

	the area
(line 4)


	
	

	to spread 
(line 6)


	
	

	the wildfire 

(line 7)


	
	

	to flee
(line 10)


	
	

	the air pollution
(line 17)

	
	

	the sore throat
(line 19)

	
	

	to sting
(line 19)


	
	

	harmful
(line 19)


	
	

	the pile
(line 24)

	
	

	common
(line 29)


	
	

	to trigger
(line 32)


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


5. Discuss your answers with a classmate. Did you use the same strategies? For which words did you use other strategies?
6. Use a dictionary to check if you found the right meaning of the words.
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 MAKE A W-CHART
The text The West Coast Burns gives you information about the wildfires in the US.
Answer the questions in the chart. It will give you a good overview of the text.

	The West Coast Burns

	Where are the wildfires?

	

	How long have the fires been burning already?


	

	Who tries to put out the fires and how do they do that?

	

	What problems do the wildfires cause? Name two.

	

	What do some areas look like now?

	

	When was the last bad fire on the West Coast?
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 ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
1. Why is the second paragraph called Numbers?
A. because it’s about many numbers about the fire
B. because it’s about numbers about all fires in the world
C. because the number of deaths is very low
D. because the number of firefighters is too small
2. What is correct according to the text?

1) More than 30 people have died from the wildfires.

2) In Washington there are more large blazes than in Oregon. 
A. 1 and 2 are correct.

B. 1 and 2 are incorrect.

C. 1 is correct, 2 is incorrect.
D. 1 is incorrect, 2 is correct.
3. Line 24 says: Some areas look like the bombed-out cities of Europe in WW2.
What does a bombed-out city look like? Write it down or make a drawing. 

	


4. The last heading is Memories.

a. Two women have memories. What do they have memories of?
A. of the fires in California three weeks ago

B. of the fires in California two years ago

C. of the people they forgot through the fire

D. of the people they lost in de fire
b. Write down one of your own memories.
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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 WHAT DO THEY THINK?

1. Look at the pictures of the fires on the West Coast. Picture 1 shows a firefighter and picture 2 a car that is burnt by the fire.
2. Imagine you’re the firefighter and then the owner of the car. What would you think? Fill in the balloons below. Use short sentences.






3.
Compare your answers with your classmates and discuss them. What were they thinking? Talk about it together.
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