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The West Coast Burns
Fires have been raging for the past three weeks in the states of Oregon, California and Washington, burning land and destroying homes. The US National Weather Service has issued a ‘red flag warning’ for areas of the West Coast, as high winds of up to 64 km/h threaten to spread devastating wildfires further. More than 30 people have died since the start of the outbreak in mid-August. 
Deaths
In Oregon, the number of deaths is 10. In California, 24 people have lost their lives, and one in Washington state. The number of deaths is likely to rise though, as more and more of the population is forced to evacuate their homes. Often, running for their lives. Many of the population is still unaccounted for. 
Firefighters
There are 28 major fires in the state of California alone. The fires are being bravely battled by some 14,800 firefighters on the ground, aided by planes in the sky. In Oregon, the firefighters are fighting some 16 large blazes, and in Washington, they are tackling 15 strong fires. 
Smoke
The smoke pollution from the fires creates other problems. Oregon’s largest city, Portland, has the highest level of air pollution, followed closely by Seattle, San Francisco and Los Angeles. The air quality index measuring how dirty the air is, has measured levels that go above the original scale of 0-500, for example 512 in Salem, Oregon’s state capital. 
Health
Smoke also affects people’s health. Residents are advised to wear masks. The smoke causes sore throats and stinging eyes. It is harmful to those with asthma and other lung diseases, and these people have been told to consult the health services. In areas where the air quality is considered very unhealthy or hazardous, people are being advised to stay indoors with the windows closed. 
Destruction
Some communities resemble the bombed-out cities of Europe in WW2. Buildings are just a pile of rubble on blackened earth. When the Governor of Washington visited a small town where 80% of the city’s buildings were destroyed, he said: ‘It looked like a bomb went off.’ In total, the fires have destroyed more than 4 million acres, turning forests, farmland, homes, villages, cars, schools, shops, and other buildings into ashes.
Déjà vu

Wildfires are not uncommon on the West Coast. In Paradise, a city in Northern California, wildfires claimed 85 lives two years ago.
The situation has stirred up painful memories for people. Patti, who lost her home in the 2018 blaze, said: ‘It triggers a lot of feelings from before.’ And Barbara, who lost her store two years ago, said: ‘A lot of people are hurting. I think people thought the fires were behind us.’
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