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Possible questions:
Introduction

Where have the sarcophagi been found? in Saqqara, Egypt
Saqqara

What is a necropolis? a cemetery
Who built Saqqara? the architect Imhotep
Burial

Who had the idea of being buried in a pyramid? King Djoser
Discovery

How many sarcophagi have been found in total now? 27
Why was it difficult to reach the sarcophagi? They were at the bottom of an 11-metre well, which could only be accessed by a shaft.
New secrets

Why has Egypt had less tourists? Because of the political instability in the country since 2011.
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 FILL IN A NUMBER CHART
	Number or year
	Meaning


	3rd

	In this dynasty, the first ever step pyramid, for King Djoser, was built by Imhotep.

	4th, 5th, 6th
	In these dynasties, the building of pyramids continued.

	13
	Archaeologists found 13 sarcophagi earlier this September.

	14
	Archaeologists found 14 more sarcophagi later in September.

	25
	Saqqara is situated some 25 km south of Cairo.

	27
	Archaeologists found 27 sarcophagi in total this September.

	90
	90 pyramids dotted the west bank of the Nile. 

	2,500
	For more than 2,500 years, the sarcophagi have been buried.

	2,650 BC
	Saqqara dates from c. 2,650 BC.

	2,700 BC
	Around 2,700 years BC, Imhotep built Saqqara.

	3,000
	Saqqara served as a burial ground for more than 3,000 years.
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 ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

1. A sarcophagus is a stone or wooden coffin where people in ancient Egypt were buried in. Now, a lot of sarcophagi have been discovered in the ground. Unearth means to discover something in the ground by digging.
2. A. Saqqara dates from the Old Kingdom.
     B. Saqqara is a cemetery.

     C. Saqqara is situated near Cairo in Egypt

3. a true pyramid

4. C. Why did the Egyptians mummify bodies?

5. The sarcophagi are completely closed and haven’t been opened since they were 
    buried.
6.  B. Archaeologists hope to discover more details on the origins of the sarcophagi.

D. The Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities hopes for more tourists.

7. C. to move or go together in large numbers
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 SINGULAR AND PLURAL NOUNS

	singular
	plural
	sentence with the plural form

	century

	centuries
	They have lived there for centuries.

	discovery

	discoveries
	Amazing discoveries have been made in Egypt.

	month

	months
	They have been here for months.

	number

	numbers
	Please give your mobile phone numbers.

	architect

	architects
	Architects sometimes design buildings that the public does not like. 

	predecessor
	predecessors
	The new minister had many predecessors.

	sarcophagus

	sarcophagi
	Archaeologists first found 13 sarcophagi.

	body

	bodies
	Belief in the afterlife lead to the mummification of bodies.

	tomb

	tombs
	There were a lot of tombs in Saqqara.

	pattern

	patterns
	Some of the sarcophagi have colourful patterns.

	tourism


	tourism
	Tourism has dropped because of the coronavirus.

	agenda


	agendas
	Hidden agendas can cause trouble.
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due to (line 5) = because of something

to refer to (line 15) = ​to mention or speak about something
the predecessor (line 28) = a thing that has been followed or replaced by something else
the coffin (line 37) = a box in which a dead body is buried or cremated
to appeal (line 40) = to attract or interest somebody
to dot (line 44) =  to be spread over an area
the well (line 55) = a deep hole in the ground from which people obtain water
ornate (line 63) = covered with a lot of decoration, especially when this involves very small or complicated designs

the excavation (line 67) = the activity of digging in the ground to look for old buildings or objects that have been buried for a long time
to reveal (line 70) = to show something that previously could not be seen
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