THE STORY OF
MODDEY DHOO

The Moddey Dhoo of Peel Castle goes back at
least to the 1600s. In those days there were
S stationed at Peel Castle as guards.

Just inside the main entrance was the guard’s room
where the soldiers were posted to keep guard.
From the guard’s room a passage led to an ancient
church and through this to Captain of the Guard’s
quarters.

In the evening as night fell it was the duty of one
the guards to L the great castle gate
and take the key down the passage to the Captain
of the Guard. This duty was taken in turns and who
ever locked the gate would be responsible to
ensure the key was taken down through the darkness of the passage and placed into the Captain’s own
H , before returning back up the passage to the guard’s room.

In the grey evenings after the gate was shut the soldiers would get together in the guard’s room and light a
F to dispel the cold and gloom. There, they would spend the evening drinking ale and telling
S

The appearance of the black dog

When the first sightings of a large black dog with a long, shaggy, unkempt coat were reported, some accounts
said it was like a huge spaniel. No one knew who it belonged to, where it had come from, or how it got into
the castle.

Its presence was a complete mystery, always appearing after the
G were shut. Sometimes it would appear in one room,
and at other times would be seen in different parts of the
C and grounds.

Every evening after the fire was kindled in the guard’s room fireplace
and as the cold and gloom began to dissipate the dog would be heard
padding down the passage to E the guard’s room.

The huge creature ignored the frightened guards and making no
sound lay by the fireside until dawn. Then just before the sun rose it
would get up and pad into the passage and D until
evening when it would reappear again.

The dog is said to have had a supernatural appearance and although the guards were frightened of the beast
they would ignore it. Instead of drinking and revelling they would tend to keep sober and quiet so as not to
disturb, keeping on their best behaviour. However, now, instead of one S taking the key to the
Captain’s quarters, two would go. No one would walk along the black passage alone after the appearance of
the dog.

The drunken soldier
The legend tells that one night after the appearance of the dog one of the soldiers got drunk and boasted

loudly that he would take the key down the passage to the Captain alone that night as he feared no dog,
mortal or supernatural.
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Although it was not his turn to take the key and his fellow soldiers did their best to dissuade him, he would
have none of it and set off into the blackness of the passage alone. To show his fellow soldiers his courage
he taunted the B , challenging it to follow if it dare.

Although the other soldiers tried to hold him back the drunk
would not be restrained and plunged into the passage with the
keys, again challenging the dog to F to see if it
was mortal, or supernatural. The huge black beast slowly rose
and followed him down the passage.

Silence fell upon the castle and those who remained in the
guard’s room huddled together in fear and would not follow
the drunken soldier into the blackness of the passage. Time
seemed to stand still, but after what could only have been a
few minutes they heard the most deathly and terrible cries and
S coming from the passage, but none would
leave the guard room to investigate, or give help.

The return of the soldier

Shortly, from the passage they heard the staggered footsteps of someone struggling back towards them. The
drunken soldier fell through the door into the room, his F white and twisted with fear, his eyes
blazing in terror, his mind destroyed. From then on he uttered not another sound and he could not, or would
not, tell what had befallen him. Three days later he was dead taking the secret of his ordeal to the
G . After that night the black dog was never again seen in the guardroom, passage, or anywhere
else in Peel Castle.

Could it be true?

It certainly makes a good story! In England and Scandinavia phantom black dogs are also strongly connected
with early Christian church and graveyards where a black dog would be B alive to protect the
church and grounds from the devil. The passage from the guard’s room was said to have run through an
ancient church. Intriguingly, an excavation in the castle grounds, in 1871, uncovered the remains of Simon,
Bishop of Sodor and Man, who died in 1247. At his feet was found the skeleton of a large dog.

BEANTWOORD DE VRAGEN

1. Waarom waren er soldaten geplaatst op Peel Castle?
2a. Wat was de taak van de soldaten ‘s avonds?
2b. Hoe kwam je bij de kamer van de Captain?

2c. Wat deden ze nadat de taak volbracht was?

3. Geef aan of de beweringen over de zwarte hond juist of onjuist zijn.

a. De hond verscheen nadat de poorten gesloten waren JUIST / ONJUIST
b. De hond zat steeds op dezelfde plek in het kasteel. JUIST / ONJUIST
c. De hond hield de soldaten in de gaten en volgde hen overal. JUIST / ONJUIST
d. De hond verdween steeds via de tunnel na zonsopgang JUIST / ONJUIST

. Op welke manier veranderden de soldaten hun gedrag, in het bijzijn van de hond?

. “His fellow soldiers did their best to dissuade him, he would have none of it”. Wat wordt hier bedoeld?
. Wat deed de dronken soldaat?

. Wat gebeurde er met de soldaat nadat hij terugkeerde?

N o B

8a. Wat deden ze vroeger om de kerk en het kerkhof tegen de duivel te beschermen?
8b. Waaruit blijkt dat dit wel eens zou kunnen kloppen?



