[image: Beschrijving: http://www.denieuwsteschool.nl/Portals/_default/Skins/Nieuwste%20school/images/logo.jpg]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Section B: Unseen poetry:

You are advised to spend about 30 minutes on this section.
Read the poem below and answer the question that follows.
	A Marriage

You are holding up a ceiling
with both arms. It is very heavy,
but you must hold it up, or else
it will fall down on you. Your arms are tired, terribly tired,
and, as the day goes on, it feels
as if either your arms or the ceiling
will soon collapse.

But then
unexpectedly,
something wonderful happens:
Someone,
a man or a woman,
walks into the room
and holds their arms up
to the ceiling beside you.

So you finally get
to take down your arms.
You feel the relief of respite,
the blood flowing back
to your fingers and arms.
And when your partner’s arms tire,
you hold up your own
to relieve him again.

And it can go on like this
for many years
without the house falling.


Michael Blumenthal



What do you think are the feelings about marriage in this poem and how does the
poet present these feelings to the reader?
 (18 marks)


Section B: Unseen poetry:

Answer both parts of the question in this section.
You are advised to spend about 30 minutes on this section.
Read the poem below and answer Part (a) and Part (b).
	Poem For My Sister

My little sister likes to try my shoes,
to strut in them,
admire her spindle-thin twelve-year-old legs
in this season’s styles.
She says they fit her perfectly,
but wobbles
on their high heels, they’re
hard to balance.

I like to watch my little sister
playing hopscotch,
admire the neat hops-and-skips of her,
their quick peck,
never-missing their mark, not
over-stepping the line.
She is competent at peever.*

I try to warn my little sister
about unsuitable shoes,
point out my own distorted feet, the callouses,**
odd patches of hard skin.
I should not like to see her
in my shoes.
I wish she could stay
sure footed,
sensibly shod.

Liz Lochhead



*‘peever’ – a Scottish word for the game of hopscotch
**‘callouses’ – hard thickened areas of skin

Part (a)
How do you think the speaker feels about her sister in this poem and what does she want to warn her about?
and then Part (b)
How does the poet use language and other techniques to present these feelings and warnings? 
(18 marks)
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