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 READ THE TEXT AND CLARIFY
1.
You are going to read a text titled The West Coast Burns. Discuss in a group:
(a) Based on this title, do you have any idea what this text is about? Which West Coast is meant?
(b) Now, look at the title, the headings and the picture. Can you predict the subject of the text now?
(c) What have you already heard, read or seen about this subject?
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2.
Read the explanation. 
	When you read a text, you probably don’t know the meaning of all the words. First, ask yourself: is the unknown word important for a good understanding of the text? If not, continue reading. If so, try to clarify the meaning of the word.
Here is what the Step-by-Step Reading Guide tells us about the reading strategy clarifying:

What can you do when you see a word you don’t understand?
· Read part of the text again: you may find a word that means the same or the opposite. Or you may find an explanation of that word.

· Look at the picture: maybe it has something to do with the word.

· Look at the word: sometimes you already know part of the word, for example from your own language.

· Look it up in a dictionary or ask someone the meaning of the word. This is the last step. Try to clarify the word first! Looking up all the unknown words in the text takes a lot of time, time you often don’t have.
Remember to always check if the meaning is correct in the sentence!



3. Read the text together with other classmates. While reading, underline or mark the words you don’t know. Ask yourselves: are the unknown words important for a good understanding of the text? You are going to look up a number of these words after reading the text.
4. (a)
Now look at the table on the next page. It contains a number of words from the text you might not know. You may have underlined or marked a number of them!
· Do you already know the word? Write 1 in the second column.
· Do you think you can find the meaning from the word form? Write 2.
· Do you think the context can help you find the meaning? Write 3.
· Will you need to use a dictionary? Write 4.

(b)
In the third column, you give your definition of the word, based on your own and your classmates knowledge, the word form and/or the context. Or, if none of these methods work, you give a proper dictionary definition.
	word
	1 to 4
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meaning

	to rage (line 1)


	
	

	to issue (line 5)

	
	

	devastating (line 8)

	
	

	unaccounted for (lines 18-19)
	
	

	major (line 21)

	
	

	the blaze (line 26)

	
	

	the air pollution (lines 31-32)

	
	

	to affect (line 40)

	
	

	harmful (line 46)
	
	

	hazardous (line 51)

	
	

	to turn something into ashes (lines 61-64)

	
	

	uncommon (line 66)

	
	

	to stir something up (line 70)

	
	

	to trigger (line 72)

	
	

	[your own word]

	
	

	[your own word]

	
	

	[your own word]

	
	

	[your own word]

	
	

	[your own word]

	
	


(c) Now complete the above table with some of the words you marked while reading.
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 MAKE A W-CHART
1. [image: image11.jpg]


Read the explanation.


	When you read a text, you may have questions about that text. 

Questions often start with specific question words: what, where, who, when, why, which, how. When you know the answers to these questions, you have a good overview of the text. This helps you to better understand and remember the information in the text.


2. Fill in the W-chart about the fires on the West Coast of the United States.
	The West Coast Burns

	Where are fires raging?


	

	How long have fires been raging there?

	

	How many people have died so far?

	

	Why is the number of deaths likely to rise?


	

	How many large fires do the firefighters have to battle?

	

	What problems does the smoke from the fires cause?

	

	What kind of material damage do the fires cause?

	

	[your own question]

	[your answer]



	[your own question]

	[your answer]




3. Can you think of other W- or H-questions yourself, after reading? Think of at least two questions about the text, write them in the chart above, and give the answers.
4. Discuss your questions and answers with your classmate(s). 
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 ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
1.
Why is there a ‘red flag warning’ for areas of the West Coast? (lines 5-6)

___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________

2.
Read the statements. What is true according to the text? Chose the correct answer on the next page (A, B, C, D or E).  
I.
The fires are being fought by land, by firefighters.
II.
The fires are being fought by air, by planes.
III.
The fires are being fought by sea, by boats.

A. I is true. II and III are false.
B. II is true. I and III are false.
C. III is true. I and II are false.

D. I and II are true. III is false.

E. I and III are true. II is false.

3.
Read the text under Smoke (lines 29-37). What information in the text illustrates best that the smoke from the fires causes extreme problems?
____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________
4.
Déjà vu (line 65) is French. Read the text under Déjà vu. What does ‘déjà vu’ mean?
A. that many people have died
B. that something makes you sad and cry
C. that you have seen or experienced something before
D. that you have forgotten something
5. Think of the information in the text and look at the picture. Do you see a relation between the number of deaths and the number of major fires in the states on the West Coast? Explain your answer.
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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 WHAT DO THEY THINK?
1.
Look at the pictures. You see a firefighter and a car that is burnt by the fire.




2.
What does the firefighter think?
And what does the car owner think?


Write it down in the speech balloons.

3.
Now, discuss your answers with your classmates. What else could they be thinking? [image: image5.png]
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