
 

 

Nasa is due to mark the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 
11 moon landing, which saw the first humans touch 
down on the moon's ___________. On July 20, 1969, 
millions of people around the world sat ____________ 
to their TV screens as Neil Armstrong and Edwin "Buzz" 
Aldrin made history by stepping foot on the surface of 
the moon. "That's one small step for man, one giant leap 
for mankind," said Armstrong during the pivotal 
moment. 

Half a ____________ later, the list of people to have 
ever walked on the moon is still tiny - just 12 people 
have ever accomplished the feat, with the last landing 

taking place just three years after the first in 1972. 

Here is all you need to know about the moon landings in 1969.  

What happened in the build-up to the Apollo 11 mission?  

At the height of the Cold War in 1957, the Soviet Union sparked a space 
race with the US after it _______________ the first Sputnik 1 satellite into 
space. By the time John F Kennedy became president in 1961, the Soviet 
Union made the first manned spaceflight and many Americans feared they 
were trailing behind technologically. 

To salvage some national _______, and to boost the perception that 
America was the pre-eminent world superpower, President Kennedy made 
it his mission to send a man to the moon before the decade was out. 

The US devoted billions of dollars of resources into Project Apollo, which was run by the newly-created 
space agency Nasa, in an effort to land people on the moon and by early 1969 had made a number of 
successful spaceflights in the build-up to the landing. 

Who were the astronauts on the Apollo 11 mission?  

Three astronauts were chosen to take part in the historic 
flight - Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael 
Collins. Armstrong, the mission commander, was a 38-
year-old civilian research pilot who had served in the US 
Navy, and had joined NASA's astronaut programme in 
1962. 
Colleague Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin was 39 and a member of 
the US Air Force. On the mission he served as the lunar 
module pilot, _______________ piloting the Eagle lunar 
module to the moon and back to the command module. 
He was the first astronaut with a doctoral degree.  
Michael Collins was the _________ member of the 

Apollo 11 team. As the command module pilot, he was tasked with piloting the command module - which 
meant he stayed behind in orbit while Armstrong and Aldrin landed on the moon. He was a member of 
the air force when he became an astronaut before retiring in 1970.  

Moon landing: 

What was the Apollo 11 mission? 
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The Apollo 11 flight and moon landing 

On July 16, 1969 Apollo 11 blasted off from Cape Kennedy at 
9.32am EDT (1.32 GMT). A Saturn V rocket carried both the 
command and lunar modules into space and three days later 
Apollo 11 when into orbit around the moon. 

Finally, at 4.16 pm on July 20 - more than 100 hours after they 
left earth - the lunar module Eagle touched down on the moon. 
Six hours later, Neil Armstrong became the first man in history 
to step foot on the surface of the moon.  

As he stepped onto the moon he uttered his __________ words to the millions watching at home: "That's 
one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind". Buzz Aldrin joined him 20 minutes later and the two 
men spent more than two-and-a-half hours on the moon, collecting samples, taking photographs, 
conducting scientific tests and planting an American flag.  
 
The two men then rested in Eagle before successfully docking with 
the command module. The crew began their journey home and they 
successfully splashed down in the Pacific Ocean at 12.50pm on July 
24. 

How many moon landings have there been? 

______________, only 12 people have ever walked on the moon, 
including Armstrong and Aldrin, and they have all been American. 
Only five more successful lunar landings were ever made in a period 
of just three years from 1969-1972. The last people to have walked 
on the moon were Eugene Cernan and Harrison Schmitt, who flew 
on the Apollo 17 mission. They left the surface on December 14, 
1972 and since then, no-one else has accomplished the feat. 
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BEANTWOORD DE VRAGEN: 
Vul onderstaande woorden op de juiste plaats in. Er blijft één woord over.  
launched – pride – responsible for -  decade - so far - glued – century –  
- immortal - third - surface -  

 

1. Noem twee redenen waarom president Kennedy een mens naar de maan wilde sturen? 

2. Waarom had Amerika het gevoel dat ze de ruimte race aan het verliezen waren?  

3. Wie van de drie astronauten zetten geen voet op de maan? Citeer de woorden waaruit dat blijkt. 

4. Hoe laat zette Armstrong een voet op de maan? Geef de Nederlandse (!) tijd. 

5. Wat deden Armstrong en Aldrin tijdens hun bezoek op de maan? 

 

6. Geef aan of onderstaande beweringen juist of onjuist zijn. 

     a. Tot nu toe hebben alleen Amerikanen op de maan gelopen   JUIST  /  ONJUIST 

     b. Er zijn in totaal 5 maanlandingen geweest tussen 1969 en 1972.   JUIST  /  ONJUIST 

     c.  De lancering van de Spoetnik was het begin van de Koude Oorlog  JUIST  /  ONJUIST 

     d. In totaal hebben 12 mensen op de maan gelopen.    JUIST  /  ONJUIST 

     e. Op 24 juli landden de astronauten weer op Cape Kennedy.  JUIST  /  ONJUIST 

  

 

 

 


