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Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow. 

	Slow Reader

He can make sculptures 
and fabulous machines, 
invent games, tell jokes, 
give solemn, adult advice – 
but he is slow to read. 
When I take him on my knee 
with his Ladybird book 
he gazes into the air, 
sighing and shaking his head 
like an old man 
who knows the mountains 
are impassable.
 
He toys with words, 
letting them go cold 
as gristly meat, 
until I relent 
and let him wriggle free: 
a fish returning 
to its element, 
or a white-eyed colt – shying 
from the bit *– who sees 
that if he takes it 
in his mouth 
he’ll never run 
quite free again.
 
VICKI FEAVER 




* ‘bit’: the metal mouthpiece of a bridle, used to control a horse 

Part (a) 
How do you think the speaker feels about the child and his experience of learning to read 
and then Part (b)
How does the poet present the speaker’s feelings? (18 marks) 



Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow. 

	Advice to a Teenage Daughter

You have found a new war-game
called Love.
Here on your dressing-table
stand arrayed
brave ranks of lipsticks
brandishing
swords of cherry pink and flame.
Behold the miniature armies
of little jars,
packed with the scented
dynamite of flowers.
See the dreaded tweezers;
tiny pots
of manufactured moonlight,
stick-on-stars.

Beware my sweet;
conquest may seem easy
but you can’t compete with football,
motor-cycles, cars,
cricket, computer games,
or a plate of chips.

ISOBEL THRILLING



Part (a)
What do you think the speaker is advising the daughter about in this poem?
and then Part (b)
How does the poet use language to present the advice in the poem? (18 marks)	
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