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The West Coast Burns


For the past three weeks, fires have been burning land and destroying homes in the states of Oregon, California and Washington. The US National Weather Service sent out a ‘red flag warning’ for areas of the West Coast. High winds of up to 64 km/h are spreading the fires further. More than 30 people have died since the wildfires started in mid-August. 

Numbers

So far, the total number of deaths is 35: 10 in Oregon, 24 in California and one in Washington. But, the authorities fear more deaths. Many people are still fleeing from the fires, often running for their lives. Some people are still missing. 
The fires are in three states. In California there are 28 major fires. Nearly 15,000 firefighters are fighting the flames in California. In Oregon, there are 16 large blazes and in Washington, there are 15. The firefighters get help in the air from planes spraying over areas that are difficult to reach. 

Smoke is unhealthy
The smoke from all these wildfires creates a lot of air pollution. Portland has the highest level of air pollution at the moment because of the smoke. The smoke also affects people’s health. It gives people a sore throat and stings their eyes. It is harmful to people with asthma. These people have been advised to stay in contact with their doctor. In areas where the air is unhealthy or even dangerous, the authorities have advised people to stay indoors with the windows closed. 
Destroyed
Some areas now look like the bombed-out cities of Europe in WW2. Buildings are just a pile of stones on black earth. When the Governor of Washington visited a small town where 80% of the city’s buildings were destroyed, he said: ‘It looked like a bomb went off.’ In total, the fires have destroyed more than 4 million acres.
Memories
Wildfires are common on the West Coast. Just two years ago, there were bad fires in Paradise, California. Barbara, who lost her store in 2018, said: ‘A lot of people are hurting. I think people thought the fires were behind us.’ Patti, who lost her home back then, said: ‘It triggers a lot of feelings from before.’
Sources: www.bbc.com, www.theguardian.com, www.nytimes.com, 
Words to help you

the authorities  = the people in a town or state that have administrative power and control
the blaze = another word for a fire

to advise = to suggest what is the best thing to do

